Abhimanyu Bhupathi

Founder/Director of Bengaluru Theatre Ensemble with an intension to do
experiments on stage which include pantomime, playback theatre, musicals.

As a Director

* Directed “Gandhige Saavilla” in 2015, a kannada play written by Hasan
Nayeem Surakoda which has won many critical acclaimations.

* Directed “Kannada Jagattu”for V K Natakothsava which won the second
place in 2015.

* Directed B Suresha’s “Kaadu Mallige”- a play on child labour, for Christ
Junior College which was appreciated and well received.

* Directed a French satire (Moliere’s “Les Precieuses ridicules”) in Kannada
called “Navya Kanyeyaru” in 2014, which is currently being staged in
Bengaluru and other districts of Karnataka.

* Directed several children plays including a well know play on “Swami
Vivekananda” which was staged in Feb 2014.

* Directed a play called “Urugavva” for Karnataka’s renowned theatre
festival ‘Nataka Bengluru” in Dec 2013.

* Co- Directed “Three Penny Opera” by Brecht and “Kiragurina
Gayyaligalu”- an adaptation of short story by Sri Poornachandra Tejaswi.

As a Playback Singer
* Worked as a playback singer with the famous music director V Manohar
(2008-2010).
* Worked as a playback singer for two Kannada movies namely
Duniya(2006) and Bhageerathi(2012).
*  Worked for projects of Radio City and FM Rainbow as a singer.
*  Worked with renowned playback singer Rajesh Krishnan.

As an Actor
* Worked as an Actor in a French play called Mamamouchi(2010-2012)
* Worked as an actor in a Greek Play in Kannada called ‘Lysistrata’, ‘Three
Penny Opera’ and others.



About Bengaluru Theatre Ensemble:

Bengaluru Theatre Ensemble is a theatre group from Bengaluru which aims to
provide as much variety as possible with shows ranging from Shakespeare,
Brecht, historical plays to modern comedies and new writing, with the musical or
pantomime in-between. BTE is a group with the overriding aims of providing
thought provoking, accessible theatre to those who would not usually have the
chance of participating; along with asking questions about the world in which we
live. BTE is committed to bringing theatre to the widest possible audience. We
provide a truly intimate home for the audience to experience meaningful stories.
Initiatives, which enable BTE’s work to reach an ever-growing range of
theatregoers, include moving successful plays in Kannada and sowing the seed of
theatre interest among the common man.

“Birds of like feather flock together”, we are a group of like- minded individuals
working towards a common purpose of making BTE a platform for all the theatre
lovers and creative minds to come together collaborate and create art pieces.



In News

is so endlessly fasci-
ating because it's so a
tal. It’s so much like life,”
said American playwright,
Arthur Miller.

Stage and artistes come
alive only when they ‘play’ to
an audience, and the audi-
ence becomes a part of the

Morcover, theatre
undergone a lot of change.
Currently there are n
new groups experimen
with the plot, stage desig)
and overall performance.

One such group of youths
trained at different profes-
sional theatre troupes and
is making news with their
interesting performances is
Bengaluru Theatre Ensem-

ims to stage
aricty of plays from
Brecht, Ra-
gore, Mrityun-
BV Karanth,

a2
Shakespean
bindranath T
jay Prabh

Chandrashekhara Kambara
to Mahesh BTE
terest in pro-

or pantomime,

The group was formed by
likeminded artists from various
professional groups to pro-
vide space and opportunity
for theatre enthusiasts. Many
a times, the problem with the
established theatre troupes is
that young enthusiasts have to
wait long before they get to play
prominent roles, as veteran
actors are given preferen:

BTE umu'_\ works to bring

the new enthusiasts on stage
and provide them an opportu-
nity to showcase their acting
talent,

BTE being committed to
bringing the; to the wid-
est possible audience provides
a truly intimate space for the
audience to experience momen-
tous stories.

ble nurtures the artists
with a free mind, opens
L3
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them to ways of life, conflicts
of ideas, various philosophies
nd prepares them to handle
risks on stage, The totality
of the mission amounts to a
social movement, restoring
the theatre as a vibrant social
institution, It is in contrast to
viewing the ivity as only
performance-centric or, wo
as only a medium of entertain-
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Navya Kanyeyaru dirceted
by Abhimanu Bhupati is

a satire comedy. It throws
light over the conflicts of
ideas, lifestyles, belicfs, on
a lighter note. The play
received overwhelming re-
sponse from Bangaloreans,
Now it is Mysoreans turn to
cnjoy a satire of life.

WHEN?

Bengalura Theatre En-
semble will stage Nuv)
Kanyeyary at Vanaranga
in Rangayana on Nov 29 at
7 pm.

HERRSR

Sourabh Kulkarni, Racha-
na Narayan, Ankitha Ni-
haari, Darshan H Tumkur,
Koushik Kaadnur Vikram,
Shiva Uppin, Rakshith H.
Jeevan Gangadhariah,
Shashi Kumar, Abhimanyu
Bhupati , Lava Kumar, Ra-
hul, Hitesh and Madhu,




ACCESSIBLE THEATRE

On a theatrical hi

cosmumes ro lights — the-

arre isNOL just encerwin-
ment, but it is a way of life,
believe a bunch of voung-
sters belonging to the ‘Ban-
galore Theatre Ensemble’
(BTE).

The group makes a con-
scious effort toprovide as
much variety in their acts as
possible, The group has
showcased Shakespeare’s
plays, comedies and explored
modern subjects. In this
modern rech-savvy age, Ban
galore Theatre Ensemble
aims to provide thought-pro-
voking and accessible theawre
o the Ciry's theawre buffs.

This theamre group, that
started four vears ago, has an
energetc team of forty mem
bers which includea good
mix of both college students
and working professionals.
“We starred this group four
vearsago with theidea ro
stage some experimental
theatre plays like ‘mooki’
(silent) shows and musicals.
We wanted a placform to
showcase ourideas and we
chose thearre art as the way
forward. Wearea group of
like-minded individuals,
working towards a common
purpose of making BTE a
platform for all the theatre
lovers. The group comprises
a bunch of professional the-
atreartsts, musicians, cor-
porate folks, and students,”
says Abhimanyu, the direc-
tor of the group.

They have thus far staged
six successful plays and hope
tomake a difference toche
theatre scene across the
country. “We have putup
four shows in Bengaluruand
across the Stare. We wereap-
preciated for our freshideas

F'om expression to music,

665 our playsare
based on sodal topics,
wedon't restrictittoa
particular set of
audience. We concen-
trate on every kind of
avdience while work-
ing on our scripts.9?
ABHIMANYU

and quality of production.
Spectarors appreciated the
plays overall and also rook
note of the performances of
theactors. We have had
spectators who have watched
our plays over and over
again,” he says.

This self-funded theartre
group has also formed a
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reading club that will help
them design plays based on
different genres.

“We read the work of other

writers, re-work themand
come up with seripts for our
plays. The recent play that
we staged called the ‘Navva
Kanyevaru’,is an adaption
from ‘Les Précieuses
Ridicules’,a one-act satire by
Maliére. It’s a social satire
which is mixed with comedy.
It has been successful in
keeping people entertained,”
hesays.

With rickets for their
shows ranging between Rs
50 and Rs 100, they carter to
all age groups and mindsets.
“As our plays are based on
social topics, we don't restrict
itto a particular set of audi-
ence. We concentrate on
every kind of audience while

working on our seripes. Itis
important toreach out toall
kinds of audience in the soci-
ety and show them some-
thing thar chey will connect
r0,” he adds.

The enthusiastic theawre
£roup wants to act responsi-
bleand do productons that
reflect the state of today’s re-
ality. “It is important o cre-
are awareness that thearre is
not just what happens on
stage bucis our day to day be
haviour and living. BTE
wants world class plays and
producrions to be made and
broughr on stage here in In-
dia. One of our objecrives is
toartistically and crearively
push ourselves to take up
challenging productions
which haven’t been staged
here,” he signs off.
PrajnaGR
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Review of ‘Gandhige Saavilla’ in Metro, Prajavani
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